Message

From: Buchholz.Kenneth@epa.gov [Buchholz.Kenneth@epa.gov]

Sent: 2/16/2021 1:59:01 PM

To: Curry, Tim [Curry.Timothy@epa.gov]

cC: O'Connor, Daniel [oconnor.daniel@epa.gov]

Subject: Re: EOC Spot Report: Region 7, AltEn Ethanol Plant Release Assessment
Yup, send it

Thanks

Sent from my iPhone

On Feb 16, 2021, at 7:47 AM, Curry, Tim <Curry.Timothy@epa.gov> wrote:

Here is what | propose to send. Let me know if there is something more to add.

Update:

- The release was from a large anaerobic, closed-loop digester tank that produces the methane
used to fuel boilers for the ethanol production process.

- Raw materials for the digester come from the Mead Cattle Company feedlot operations and
stillage from operations.

- The release from the tank has been stopped.

- OSC Ferguson with START support traced the extent of off site migration and collected samples
in the drainageway and on the facility (see attached). Drainage off site eventually leads to the
Platte River.

- The NDEE has granted an emergency exemption to reduce freeboard in the impoundments to
account for adding the collected materials.

- The responsible party has established containment measures at the downstream extent and
agreed to collect released materials for return to the on site impoundment.

- OSC and START demobilized from the site and initiated the process of identifying analytical
methods and available laboratories for quick turnaround analyses.

- The samples have been submitted for analyses including a list of potential
pesticides/herbicides/fungicides commonly used to treat seed grains.

- Analytical results and subsequent actions will be coordinated with NDEE.

From: Eoc, Epahqg <Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov>
Sent: Saturday, February 13, 2021 3:18 PM
To: Eoc, Epahq <Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov>
Subject: EOC Spot Report: Region 7, AltEn Ethanol Plant Release Assessment
This report is being sent as a bcc to prevent accidental Reply to All messages.
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EOC Spot Report: Region 7, AEn Ethanol Plant

Release Assessment
MEAD, NE, NRC#1297838

US Environmental Protection Agency
Report Date: 2/13/2021
Last edited 2/13/2021 4:12 PM UTC

Overview: The Nebraska Department of Energy and Environment (NDEE) has
requested assistance in responding to a release of materials from the AltEn LLC ethanol
plant storage tanks in Mead, NE. Material has reached drainageways from the site and
migrated beyond facility property. The site had recently been ordered by NDEE to cease
operations while regulatory compliance issues were being evaluated and addressed.
Potential for involvement of listed hazardous substances is high due to the ethanol feed
stock being seed grains treated with various pesticides, herbicides and/or

fungicides. Previous sampling of waste by NDEE has identified elevated levels of
various seed treatment compounds. The responsible party has been attempting to
secure and contain the release.

State, Local and other Federal Agency Actions: NDEE has deployed staff to the
scene to investigate the situation.

EPA Actions: A Region 7 OSC and START contractor deployed to the site on
Saturday, February 13 and will assist with assessment of the release and determination
of appropriate follow up response activities.

Media Interest: Medium

Media Links:

nttpsocctd safelinks. protecton outlook com/url=hitos% 3850 2F %2 Fywwew dinpf com%
ZrRaoriculture®% 2Pweb¥% 2 Fan%%2Fnews% 2 Fbusingss-
inputs%2Farticle¥ 2202 1% 2F02%2F 1 2% 2 Focliution-fungicide-pesticide-

wilafamp data=04%7C01%7CCurrmy. Timothy%40epa govih 7O 7532 9e0b8icd 3alBh8al
8cBd03a8cubE% 7 CBBbATELIG 7484887 act7 Baachecaba/ %7 0% 7007874882974
S7T029577%7CUnknown %7 CTWERphGZsb3dBey )W HoMCAwL iAwMDAIL CIOHoiV2iulMz
BLOJBTHS K haWwiL CIXVOIEMND%3D% 7 C1000&ampsdata=inYbdiBmN% 2 Rdk xUD
FXBmawEhCebo74ik7o04n Yo ati&amp reservaed=0

The EPA will continue to monitor and provide updates as needed
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Ellen Treimel, Senior Watch Officer

U.S Environmental Protection Agency
Headquarters Emergency Operations Center
1200 Pennsylvania Ave NW

Washington, DC 20460

202-564-3850

eos epahylena. gov
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